Recommended Reading on Russia

The following books are available from the fiction section of the Library. A
selection of non-fiction books on Russia and its history are also available.

The Industry of Souls by Martin Booth

't is Al exander Bayliss’s birthday.
family, he has settled in a remote village and now, forgotten by the authorities,
prepares to live out the remainder of his life in pea¢®wever, the fall of the Saat
Union has led to the discovery that he has survived...

the industry of souls

martin booth

The Master and Margarita by Mikhail Bulgakov

The devil comes to Moscow wearing a fancy suit. With his disorderly band of
accomplices including a demonic, gutoting tomcat- he immediately beips to
create havoc. Disappearances, destruction and death spread through the city like
wildfire and Margarita discovers that her lover has vanished in the chaos. Making
a bargain with the devil, she decides to try a little black magic of her own to save

the man she loves ...
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The Madonnas of Leningrad by Debra Dean

Marina was a guide at Leningrad's Hermitage Museum. In the autumn of 1941,
she and her colleagues were set the task of taking objects d'art out of the griind
galleries, storing them safely agat the German bombardment. This is a nov
about one woman's struggle to preserve an artistic heritage from the horror ] e

and destruction of World War I1. DIEBRA DEAN

Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Raskolnikov, a destitute and desperate former student, wanders through the slums
of St Petersburg and commits a random murder without remorse or regret. He
imagines himself to be a great man, a Napoleon: acting for a higher purpose beyond
conventional morélaw. But as he embarks on a dangerous game of cat and mouse
with a suspicious police investigator, Raskolnikov is pursued by the growing voice of
his conscience and finds the noose of his own guilt tightening around his neck. Only
Sonya, a downtrodden pstitute, can offer the chance of redemption.

The Siege by Helen Dunmore

who live there. The besieged people of Leningrad face shells, starvation and the
Russian winter. Intereaving two love affairs in two generations, this novel drawsH ELEN

us into the Levin's family struggle to stay alive. DUNMORE
The Siege




THE CLassic BRaTssin

The Holaby the The House by the Dvina: a Russian childhood by Eugenie Fraser

vina A unique and moving account of life in Russia before, during and
e immediately afer the Revolution, The House by the Dvina is the fascinating
story of two families, separated in culture and geography, but bound
together by a Russia8cottish marriage.

Dead Souls by Nikolai Gogol NIKOLAI GOGOL

DeADSOULS

Chichikov, a mysterious stranger, arrives in thevpron ¢ i a | town of RN Vi
succession of landowners and making each a strange offer. He proposes to jai

paying tax on them, and t anventhimselfas ¢t
a gentleman.

Oblomov by Ivan Goncharov

Ilya Ilyich Oblomov is a member of Russia's dying aristocracy a man so lazy
that he has given up his job in the Civil Service, neglected his books, insulted
his friends and found himself in debt. Too apathetic to do anything about his
” ot problems, he lives ia grubby, crumbling apartment, waited on by Zakhar,

/ his equally idle servant. Terrified by the bustle and activity necessary to
participate in the real world, Oblomov manages to avoid work, postpone
change and finally risks losing the love of his life.

OBLOMOV

R. N. MORRIS

A Gentle Axe: A St Petersburg Mystery by R.N. Morris

An atmospheric mystery set in St Petersburg in the winter of 1867 sees detective

Porfiry Petrovich taking his first murder case since Dostoevsky's "Crime and o LR i
Punishment". When two frozen bodies are falim a park, he begins to suspect that :AGENTLEAXE"
the truth may be more complex than others wish him to believe, as his investigations '
lead him to a shocking discovery which reveals the city's darkest secrets.

Doctor Zhivago by Boris Pasternak

The epic novel of Rgia in the throes of olution and one of the gredove

stories. Yuri Zhivago, physician and poet, wrestles with the new order and
confronts the changes cruel experience has made in him and the anguish of being
torn between the love of two women.



http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/1845965736/sr=8-2/qid=1252313035/ref=dp_image_z_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books&qid=1252313035&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/1933480092/sr=1-5/qid=1252313159/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books&qid=1252313159&sr=1-5
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Ice Road by Gillian Slovo Hig ] !»E E t -,;

{

Irina Davydovna is a cleaner. She has no time for politics or even for that matter,
people. Boris Aleksandrovich is a revolutionary. He thinks he understands power.
But this is Leningrad in 1933 and Stalin is about to turn agtuestcity.

When the life of his beloved daughter Natasha is threatened and his old friend
Anton saves a skinny little orphan he finds on a Moscow train, Bfaigi in his
ideals are put to the test. While Irina, watching it all, must learn the power o
loyalty and love.

ICE ROAD

L R i : :
TOM ROB SMITH Child 44 by Tom Rob Smith

Leo Demidov is, basically, an instrument of the stabyy no means a villain,

but one who tries to look not too closely into the repressive work he does. His
superiors remind him that there is no crime in Soviet Union, and he is
somehow able to maintaiits fiction in his mind even as he tracks down and
punishes the miscreants.

Then the body of a young boy is found on railway tracks in Moscow, and
Demidov is informed that there is nothing to the case. He quickly realises that
, something unpleasant is bajrcovered over, but is forced to obey his orders.
However, things begin to quickly unravel, and thidiexo of state suddenly finds himself in

disgrace, exiled with his wife Raisa to a town in the Ural Mountains. And things will get worse for
him -- not only the murder of another child, but even the life and safety of his wife.

One Day in the Life of lvan Denisovich by Aleksander Solzhenitsyn

This brutal, shattering glimpse of the fate of millions of Russians under St
shook Russia and shocked therldovhen it first appeared. Discover the
importance of a piece of bread or an extra bowl of soup, the incredible lux Aleksmdr ‘
of a book, the ingenious possibilities of a nail, a piece of string or a single '&QIZhenﬁsyni
match in a world where survival is all. Here safety,nathrand food are the ;" g Bay |

first objectives. Reading it, you enter a world of incarceration, brutality, hafEs A

manual labour and freezing colénd participate in the struggle of men to :
survive both the terrible rigours of nature and the inhumanity of the systengimg
that defines their conditions of life.

L
SIBBRIA In the early 80s Colin Thubron wrote a bestselling book about his travels
\ around the Soviet Union in an old Morris Minor. In the late 90s, post Soviet

Union, he decided to explore Siberithis time by truck, by bus, and by boat.

In Siberia by Colin Thubron

T % He travels through exotic cities and deserted villages, meets nostalgic old
iz vsrox % Stalinists and aggressive Orthodox churchmen, and generally interweaves
%% Siberia's fascinating history with a vivid description of tleee in the 1990s.




Among the Russians: From the Baltic to the Caucasus by Colin Thubron

One man's solitary journey by car across Russia provides an enthralling accoun
of the habits anddiosyncrasiesf a fascinating people in pit@lasnost Russia.

War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy

Tolstoy's masterpiece is a story of family life set against the backdrop of war.
The novel begins in 1805 in the crowded and geBkga rooms of a St
Petersburg party and follows the fortunes of the aristocratic Bolkonskly an
Rostov families as Napoleon's armies sweep through Europe, culminating in
the French invasion of Russia in 1812 and Napoleon's defeat.

Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy

The story of a woman who abandons her empty existence as a society wife
and embarks o doomed love affair with thpassionate but emotionally
barkrupt Vronsky.

Fathers and Sons by I.S. Turgenev

FATHERS Set in 1859 at the moment when the Russian autocratic state began to move
AND SONS hesitantly towards social and political reform, the novel exploresctinélict
: between the liberaiminded fathers of Russian reformist sympathies and their
0 free-thinking intellectual sons whose revolutionary ideology threatened the

F Q stability of the state.

IV AN TURGENEV At its centre is Evgeny Bazorov, a stravilied antagonist of alldrms of social
orthodoxy who proclaims himself a nihilist and believes in the need to overthrow
all the institutions of thestate. Ashe novel develops Bazarov's political ambitions become fatally
meshed with emotional and private concerns, and his erdtiagic failure.



http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/0141025115/sr=8-2/qid=1252313949/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books&qid=1252313949&sr=8-2
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/images/1857150589/sr=1-4/qid=1252314046/ref=dp_image_z_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books&qid=1252314046&sr=1-4

